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A veto of lawmaker-drawn legislative boundaries has the potential to create “chaos” warned Gov. Andrew Cuomo in a radio interview this morning.

“The veto could inject a certain amount of chaos and uncertainty that wouldn’t be in anyone’s best interest,” Cuomo said in a radio interview with Capitol Pressroom host Susan Arbetter.

But Cuomo wasn’t walking back his plan to strike down lines drawn by lawmakers, either, or his opposition to boundaries that are political.

The governor, rather, noted the legal nuance is a bit more complicated than simply sending the matter to the courts.

“My vetoing the law isn’t a slam dunk either,” Cuomo said. “Then the court will decide whether the law is a good law or whether I have the right to veto in the first place.”
A Quinnipiac University poll this morning found 48 percent of voters support an independent commission to redraw legislative boundaries, with 28 percent backing an independent process with legislative input, while 11 percent say the current system of letting the state Legislature do it is the way to go.

Cuomo’s read on the poll was that voters are tired of the gerrymandered process.

“I think what the public is saying in this poll is they want a fair system,” he said. “They don’t want a gerrymandered system. They want fair lines, fair elections, I think that’s what they’re saying. I think they’re saying the governor should do whatever he can do to make that happen.”
Cuomo is also reluctant to call the Legislature back to Albany to force the issue. The administration argues that without a deal in place, bringing lawmakers back to collect their per diem and not accomplish anything is pointless. It also runs the risk of making Cuomo look ineffectual, ala David Paterson.

Senate Democrats, unsurprisingly, trumpeted the poll results. The Democratic conference — which has 26 members, not including the four Democrats who conference independently — looking to regain the majority, are eager for an independent process partly due to their overwhelming enrollment edge in New York.

“New Yorkers are sick and tired of status quo politicians who pledge reform to get elected but do nothing once in office,” said spokesman Mike Murphy. “New Yorkers are demanding real action not just more broken promises. Senate Republicans came to office promising change but unfortunately delivered more of their same old Albany.”
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